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Sopy, &% it appearcd
in 9f1%/2000 editich of The Maui FHews, Eo followl

P ————————— YL

An open letter to Sen. Dan Akaka, John Borry of the U.S.
Department ¢f the .
Intarior, and Jacgueline Aqruca of the 0.5, Gifice of Txibal
Jastice:

Alsha mal kakou,

Mahale for your vishom, grace and reselute patience during the
heseinga

concerning the Draft Report on thes Bercanciliation Process
Betwesn the .

Federal Government and Mative Hawailans prepared by the
departments of the

Interlior and Justice.

I Eestified at Pou¥vckalo Bawaiian homeatesd conmunlty center
last Decembexr

an a breazy day overlaid with the scent of loi pwa kenikend.
Subsequently,

Interior and Justice took cight menths to drakt a 7é-page
document hased on

more than 40 howrs of tastimony-

Natiwe Hawallaps are asked to ¢omment on the report within one
ponth. So bs

iy * with 1! days toc go until the Eept. 23 deadline, .
En reaponse to thiz document titled "From Mauka to Makai:. The
Biver of e
Juskice Mus: Flow Fraesly," [ congratulate you of the report's
rocginendations for:

1] Matiwve Hawaiien aelf-determinaticn within zhse framework of
faderal law,

and federal recognitien of a Waktive Hawaiian governing bedy.
2} Establishment of a federal effice te address Hative Hawaiiat
15%nas

["with an axporienced, permaneni-career staffn); transfer of
future aurplusz

faderal lands to the Hative Hawsiian pesople; and bestowal of
traditional

Hawaiian Names on geographic features on Ipterior-managed isle
landes,

1) hn ongaing dialogue by Wative Hawaiiaps and the O8fice of
Tribal Jusktice.

4] Establistment of a Wative Hawaiian Advisory Commission on
management of

land, resources, culture, langwage and sasred sites,
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) Collaboration by Hative Hawaiians, the U.5. executlive and
iegialative

branches and the Stata of Hawaii to dowvelop & progess to ensure
"true

reconciliatien ? including promotion of nabive Hawaltan
welfare and rights,

atid redress f wrongs.

I agrec with recommendation Mo. 1 that “the execotive branch
should nat

prescribe whab form apy new native Hawaiian governing body
should take.™ I

endorse establishment of & eulturally appropriatc body that
would be

Hawaiiam vs. western, and thepefore walues-driven va. goals-
criented.

I anvision an entity based on ¢ultural wvalues of respect for
kupuana

{elders], lokahi {zonsensus) angd bhe?aba?a (humility) .

Such am array would contrast with western structures, Such as
the etate

Office of Hawaiian Affaips with its board of trustoes apd
agministraktor, or

a 80L{z)1{3) nonprofit organizetion with its ocffieers and Loard
of directors.

It sould be s3aid that the latter two structuras hawve not
translated with

eaze in the Hawaiian comomutiiby.

hnd, under recomuendation Wo. 4, [ sucport a Wative Hawaliawn
bdvisory

Commission that is selectod By the native Hawailan conmmnity
w3. "appointad

by tne secretary of the Intexfor.”

The formezr format wowld affirm the draft repork’'s statement
that FNative

Hawaiians "desire te increase their <ontroel aver thelr cown
affairs and

instibutions. "

Thus, I hepe that out of the vision, grace and patience
grounding thls dreaft

report omerges & ponc outcocme that transcends misdesd and
stpdident acrimony.

N5 the report's introduction says, "The United States
government and Mative

Hawakians (must) join hands to repais the paat and build 4
betber future,

baged wpon rightescuaness and justice, and guided by the spdrit
of healling

angd aloha to fulfill the goal of reconciliation.”

(The report is aveilable at Web site

Etrp: SAwl Jak L gavinativehawaiians s,

Ioteresied persons may comment on the repert in one of sevaral
wavs. E-mail

to Karen_Sprecher Heatingfios.dei.gov (hard copy muest follow).
Dalivar k&

tne OHA office in ¥ehului or ¥aunokakad. Fax to [202) ZO0E-3230.
Or send teo

Aesistant Seerctary John Berry, ofo Docgment Managasmant Unit,
Department of

the Interior, 1849 C Btreec M, Mailstop TR2%, Washington, D.C.
20240, }
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Kekoa Catherine Engmsko 12 a copy editor for The Maul Hows.



